
thought thon und had always thmis'ht
thnt 1.tinier huí no Idea nf doing any¬
thing wrong.
Mr, Fairfax emphasized Ihn fact thnt

the -'Irreconcilable »llfTercnren" were stif-
flclonl ground« for hauler's dismissal,
ami twice repealed iIiIh sentence.
Major Lanier would have had to go,

.ven If he hfid been Innocent.
The witness, after illsclnlinlng all

knowledge regarding the letter Rent by
Mr. A. B, Williams to Mr. "toy-ill, paid
a glowing tributo to Judge Crump, not
Only as n private citizen, but ns a public
Offli'T. nnd wciil Info n brief review of
his valuable services to the commission.
Mr. William II. Sands testified to BOHÍO

unimportant matters, nfler which Mr.
TJpihUr wont upon the stand and rend n
lettT from the commissioners n»ldressed
to n stc.imrdilp ronipnny. In which they
spolie highly "f his u'pphtir's) nbliltles,
In nnswer lo th»» question, risked hy

Mr. Carter, if he thought the nets of lhe
Virginia Cofpofatlon Company in. eo"h-
neetlon with the commission coul.l bring
shout evil unless the officials v.ire cor¬

rupt, Mr. ripshlír replied:
"No I think they would have to ho

.orrnpt."
Severe On Upshur.

Mnjnr Lanier took the stand nnd read
a Statement regarding Judge Crump's
eonnrctio'i with the Virginia Corporation
Company, after which Mr. Hill Tarter,
Of counsel for the commissioners, began
his address to the committee.
Mr. Curtir, in a strong and convincing

speech, reviewed the evidence in-the case

snd pointed otit the Impossibility of wrong¬
doing on the part of the commissioners on

BCCOUnt of the purely ministerial duties
which were transacted regarding private
buslner-s corporations.
He urged that Judge Crump's net In

subscribing to a Share of stock In th"
Virginia Corporation Company was "noth¬
ing more than nn Indiscretion, nnd added:
"That Judge Crump would act Improp¬

erly on account of owning one share of
stock in that company, none but a mad¬
man would charge, and none but a mad¬
man would believe."
"The hend nnd front of his offimdlng

1» the purchase of one sharp of stock,
and he is sorry for It."
In his reference to Mr. I'pshur, .Mr.

Carter was scathingly sarcastic, keeping
thn court-room In a r°ar by his humnr-
OUS handling of the chief clerk's testi¬
mony. He llkenccj Jilm to a sick woman,
nervous and hysterical, who w.n,s ever
ready to take offonsi».
Reading from the "charges." In which

Mr. Upshur stated that "no personal
feeling other than contempt and abhor¬
rence prompted him, Mr. Cnrter said: "If
he made these chnrges without personal
feeling, think of what they would liavo
been if th<;y had be«>n personal.. I tell
you the man Is as vain as a peacock."
He would have you believe that this Is

a case of corrupt officers, on one hand,
and an Incompetent commission on the
other.and draws a picture of the "abject
submission of the commissioners to him."
So hitter wpre Mr. Carter's attneks upon

Mr. I'pshur that Chairman Byrd ln*»r-.
rupted the speaker and called lits atten¬
tion to the fact that Mr. I'pshur had no
counsel.

Mr. Hunton Speaks.
The speech of Mr. Eppa Huntor^ who

Closed, was brilliant. Although consum¬
ing not more than a half hour of time,
¡he succeeded in thoroughly reviewing the
case and narrowing tho evidence to the
point at issue.
With an earnestness that held not only

the attention of tho committee, but of
every one within the court room, Mr.
Hunton insisted upon the good faith of
Judge Crump and of tho commission In
the matters under investigation.
Mr. Hunton asserted that there were

lut three facts stated by the testimony.
»r rather clnlmpd to bo established: First,
that Major Lanier advised with Judge
Crump as to whether he should organize
the Virginia Corporation Company, to
which there is no question; second, that
Judge Crump «lid not know that Mr. Camp¬
bell, general counsel of the confiany,
worked at the rooms of the commission
»t night, and. third, that Judge Crump
was n subscriber to a share of stock In
the Virginia Corporation Company.
He called attention to the valuable work

of the commission, the lnws of which, he
laid, were superior to those of any State
in the Union. In speaking of Judse
Crump's warning to Major 1-nnler to be
careful not to mix affairs of his com-
!>any with his business at the commis?
ion. Mr. Hunton said: "If Major Lanier
:ad only lived up to what Judge Crump
old him, would there have been all this

)alk, all this investigation? I say no,^Ind I assert that Judge Crump lived /ally
\p to the warning he gave Major Lanier.''
Among those present were:
Messrs. Peter Barkesdale, D. Q. Eggles.

ton. "W. II. Sands, John Eggleston, Roger
Gregory Bigger, Henry Fairfax. II. C.
Stuart, Rev. T. Crump, A. S. Lanier, XV.
Rrydon Tennant, Irving .Campbell, Jos. E.
Wiilard, llinsdon Cary, James Cannon,
Fred Valentine, Wm. Monteure. Wm. Fpz-
rerald, Blair îfc'grn m^Josiph Taylor, Wm.
Duke, jonni-h.irr Bryan, W. M. McGnlre,
J. 8. Bryan, Fairfax Montague, Judge
neo. L. Christian, Major Hunter, Frank
Cunningham, Wm. Bevered'ge, Conway
Bands, John Fox, Edward Crump, Wcd-
dell. T'pshnr, Barron, XV. A. Dnbney, Pol¬
lard. Drake, On. E, aviso, General Xnlle,Folke.«, Gray Watson, Senator Shands,
Tompklns. Fred Pleasants, Crenshaw,
John P. McG'ulre. Caskle Cabell, Jackson
Guy, Morgan Trent. St. George Bryan,Roy Mitchell, A. B. Oulgon, Nat. Fry,'Gray. E. P. Cox. Haley, Mos»s Green',Lion. Pettlt, R. E. Lee, Täte Irvine, Tai.
laferro, Harry AVatson.

POWERFUL PLEA
FOR COMMISSION

iVIessrs. Carter and Hunton Argue
Before Investigation Com¬

mittee.
The final open session of the Legisla¬tive Investigation Committee, sitting tohear evidence in the linier affair l,e-

f'i In the éouli-rooní .¦¦' the Corpora-lion Commission nt 3 ¿'clock,
After the committee \yftre seated MrByrd, the chairman, ááhl to counsel'"The committee is present. You cat.proceed."
Mr. Henry Fairfax, ex-commissioner.'

was called, was sworn, and won' úó'oíithe stand.
At this point Judge Crump asked tobe allowed to make an additional state¬ment. Up sajd ho had never seen theletter addressed to Mr. Royall by MrA. B. Williams, la wblhh Mr. Williamsproposed a pian f.,;- the solution <if theditricultlcs that liad prison i-i tin-. ,,ttiof the Corporation Commission by leas0nof tho dismissal ..; Major Lanier.Ho also (<uatp,i that he had nut In¬tended to Buy tint laws should not beenacted to regulnto the powers of tu«-Corporation Commission, in conclusion,he made a statement, printed above ro-.g.irdln;; the head-lines in The Times.Plspatch, which, In- said, were Islcad-ing «':'d .lid him :«n Injustice.

Mr. Fairfax Testifies.
Mr..F-Urfa:; then* began hi:« testimonyHe said:
'.1 think the narration <«r this affairhas been pretty well cone over My

frit-r.«l, Mr. Btuart,, and Judge ¿"rumphave explained these mattere In [Un, 'i
will, therefore, only touch upon such
matrera .as I deem necessary, and will
not encumber ^ the record nor conwjniolonger than nni->-:-.<:\y tho »valuable tlniu
of this committee.
Mr. Byrd: 1 should Hito to ask you ;i

question.
Ques. Did this charge in the distribu¬

tion of work, bring about any economy?
Jk.ii*. We hoped II woulii.

"Berry's for Clothes."

nomove your hat to thoso
new hlossoms from the hat
troc.
You will never put your old

lintoiiagaln after vriu try on
ono of our spring "perfectos."
Thoy Just (jo to your head

ri n tu rally.
Dun lap, Stetson, Heath.

there's the world's favorite
trio. ;. -"'¦

Then all tho other favorites
down to a good tilo at oi3ly $2.

SPRING SHIRTINGS.
Some men will have thorn

made to order.
We'ro BEST at that, too.
Perfect fit and satisfaction

we guarantee.
Come in and look over the

new patterns.,

Ques. Did It result In any nctual
economy?
Ans. I cannot sny that It did. but that

was our intent Inn. We found we coul'l
not dispose of Cnptaln narrow, and thnt
remlered tlio attempt worthless.
"Witness thett told of Mr. Stuart's

employing a raît' clerk at $12"> a month.
and of his pnylng half the salary. Ho
supposed It would save time, he said, In
doing away with detnll work of the offlre,
for Lanier hnd been handling thn char¬
te r work before the new order of things
went Into effect.

"Mr. Fairfax here went Into a detailed
account of the methods employed by.tho
commission In handling the various
branches of the routine work.

Tin said that tho first Intimation he
hnd of any trouble In the ofllce was when
Major Lanier camo to him and nsked
permission to leave the office. He gnve
ns his reason for asking lilm for per¬
mission, that he wns on such bad terms
with Mr. Upshur that they did not speak
except when It wns absolutely necessary.

Later, Major Lanier spoke to Mr. Stu¬
art about this same matter.

Ques. by Mr. Byrd:
Do you recollect that Mr. Upshur came

to you and told you that Major Lanier
had propnseil that he (Upshur) take stock
In his company?
Ans. Yes, I do. Mr. Upshur came to

my ofllce. Neither of the other commis¬
sioners had come down, for It was early
In the morning. He told me of the com¬
pany and told nio of the nature of the
services that It would render. Ho said
that Major I^anler had talked to Judge
Crump, who had approved it.

I was busy, but I remember thnt ho
came to talk to mo with a view of asking
me what I thought of It. I remember
that he conveyed by Ills manner that do
dhl not approve of tlio plan, 3>ut ho dhl
not say so .in so many words.

1 said that I thought that clerks in the
ofllce had no business owning stock In
any such company, and 1 think he said.
"There was no need of you to say that,''
br something like that.
That was all I knew of tho matter. 1

did not know that Major I>anler had any
connection with the company. I did not
know that Judge Crump had any con¬
nection With tt, nor did I know anything
of the company until .Mr. Royall came
to the office to nsk for a copy of the
"charges" on behalf of his client. Major
La tiler.
Mr. Fairfax hero went Into an account

of the '.'charges" filed by Mr. Upshur
on April 17th, and why the "charges"
were not considered at once, for tho rea¬
son that one e.r the other of the com¬
missioners was out of tlio city. Continu¬
ing, he said:
On May 27th. after office hours, Mr.

Upshur wns called Into the office. Mr.
Upshur made his statement. Very few
questions were asked, and Major Lanier
wns then calletl In, after Mr. Upshur
hael gone out.
Major Lanier was asked a great num¬

ber of questions. He said that Mr. Up¬
shur had tried to drive him out of the
office, and had never wanted him there.
We saw that the chief clerk and first
assistant clerk were on the point of a
fight, and that we were up'agalnst a very"
serious proposition. Mnjor Lanier stated
that ho regretted that he had embar¬
rassed the commission, and that he would
not act in such n manner again.

No Idea of Doing Wrong.
I was struck with the fact (hat Major

Lanier was very frank, and that he dhl
not attempt to conceal anything. In fact,
1 thought then, and I think now, that
Major Lanier bad no idea of doing any¬
thing wrong.

If Lanier had proved himself absolutely
Innocent we could not have kept hlui in
tho office, on account of the bitter feeling
between Mr. Upshur ami himself.
Mr. Hunton: Please ».'.-Il about Lanler's

conversation with Judge Crump dining
the interview Just sta'.ed.
Mr. Fnlrfnx: Judge Crump said to

Lanier: "Major, you know that I warned
you thnt you must have no connection
with this company in the office." La¬
nier replied that what J:idge Crump said
was true.
Mr, Fairfax then told of tho ex¬

amination of Newby and Tyler. He
said that Nwby felt tant he hnd done
no wrong, but that Tyler seemed veryInnocent; that some days biter Mr. Up¬
shur asked that action o;i the "charges"
bo delayed, and that Mr. Upshur filed
additional "charges," which Caused them
to think that Mr. Tyler, had to go, too.

Witness continued: "We then detr-r-
mlncd that Lanier and the others shoultl
go, and wo agreed upon the letter, draft¬
ed by Judge Crump, slating tho reason»
as ''Irreconcilable differences.' As I said
a while ago. Major Lanier would have
hnd to Ro, even if he had tjee-n inno¬
cent."

Mr. Fairfax then told of Judge Crump'sleaving the city find of Mr. Royal!'« de¬
mand on behalf of Majur I-nnler, for a
copy of the "charges" filed by Upshur.He told of the- threatened suit by Lanier
and went Into th- multe: of the "priv¬ileged communication" of the charges.He told "f th-- \islt of Mr. Stuart und
himself m Mr, Hunton'« ntti.-o ur,d ofthe reason wh' the "eliminations'' worn| d to Sir. Upshur.
Mr, rfnx-i rei olfaction of thli in si.

¦"' ai ¦¦¦- ¦:¦ tly the same as that <>f
Mr. Stuart, who hud already testifiedall njj tliea »ama lines.

ill Irfas then raid i», tha com«mlttei
"il ou win ask rae noy qúeii.lon >r

e-no». You thought h propef to dfamlriaTyler nnd theh <¦¦. neci

for their t\

Mr. Hyni

r inn. nave noming ,; with -.-,

Confidence in Judge Crump,Mr. i'ttlrlax tlmi i¡u¡»j; '.¿ir, ciiaJiiuan,

I would Hite to make a statement just
here, nnd that statement Is that I nut
In thorough nreoi'd with what my friend,
Mr. Hltint-t, said the'other night «'.bout
Judge Crumb.

I have every confidence in Judge
Crump and consider him ono of the
highest men (hit) I have ever had
business with. I think this whole
trouble wns caused from an Indiscre¬
tion which to inn Is Incoutprchenslve.
I do not think Hint he hnd any Idea
Hint he wns putting himself In any po¬
sition that might emhnrrnsH himself,
the commission, or any ono else, anil
I want to state that I have to-dny,
nnd hnvo nlwnyn hnd, thorough confi¬
dence In .fudge Crump as an officer,
as n man ami ns n. lawyer of marked
ability, for the character of work
thnt lie has had to do 111 (he Corpora¬
tion Commission.
.Air. Chairman, In that respoi't, ho has

dune ns well ns nny lawyer In «nr. Stain
of Virginia could do. I do not wish you
to think that I feel myself competent to
Judge the ability of lawyers, but In this
respect I do. In thnt out of fourteen or
fifteen.possibly more.cases that havo
been carried up from Hin Corporation
Commission Court to tho Court of Ap¬
peals of ihe State, and ono to tho United
States Court, In every casé but one his
opinions have been absolutely sustained,
and In that on« that was not absolutely
sustained, there was a. very slight dif¬
ference, and It wns a minor case. Now
surely, no other In the State of A'irglnln
could hnve done any better than that,
unless he hnd won the balance of that
other case, nnd I don't believe there le
another lawyer who would have dratted
his papers and conducted those legal
matters, and moro ably than Judge
Grumt»."
Mr. Carter then asked:
Ques. AA'as thero any attempt on your

part to keep secret the fact thnt Judge
Crump held a share of stock In the Vlr.
glnla Corporation Company?
Ans. No. AA*e never knew thnt Judge

Crump held a share of stock until we
were told by Mr. Royall. AA'hen we learn¬
ed that fact, the news was public property.
Ques. Was It not the truth that If a

slander suit hnd been brought, that Judge
Crump's connection with this companyhad been brought out?
Ans. Yes. It wns. Our only attempt

was to help Mr. Upshur; to eliminate the
slanderous portion of. the "charges."

Had No Connection
Question by Mr. Senrs.AVhat connec¬

tion, If any, did Judge Crump have, ns
chairman of the Corporation Commis¬
sion, within your knowledge, with tho
A'lrglnla Corporation Company, other
than the owning of one share of Its
stock?
Answer by Mr. Fairfax.Never any, Mr.

Sears, that I have heard of or known of,
except wfint has come out In this in¬
vestigation. I hnd not the slightest id"eu,
and did not know anything about anyconnection that he might have hnd at
any time or In any way with it. I hnd
no knowledge of any connection that ho
had with it. In any wny.
Question by Mr. Sears.Mr. Fairfax.

I want to ask you another question, and
am very frnnit to say that I hardly know
how to frame It bo ns to mnko It Intelli¬
gible for you to answer It. From your
association and knowledge of- Judge
Crump as a member of the Corporation
Commission, and In your study of the
character of the man, will you please
state to the committee how he has Im¬
pressed you. whether his nature was
«unsuspecting and guileless, or that of
the adroit, scrutinizing.not taking for
granted the moral plane upon which gen¬
tlemen nre supposed to act In th»lr deal¬
ings, one with another? Do I make my¬
self Intelligible to you? It Is rather hard
to frame the question.

Ans. Mr. Fairfax: Ve3. sir. I think I
understand you. I wls.i I could express
¦myself as fully as I feel In regard to that.
I think Judge Crump Is as Innocent of
any Intelit to do wrong as It Is possible
for a mnn to be: I think ills quiet and
confiding nature has gotten him Into this
trouble. Indeed, I know that Is what
has «Sotten him into It. He takes for
granted that every proposition that comes
to him from a man he knows, Is straight,
and that there Is nothing .disagreeable
or objectionable to come out of It. I
do not wish to belittle him In any way,
but In my opinion ¿hat Is Judge Crump's
weakness. I never Knew a more Inno¬
cent nnd guileless mnn in my life, of his
nge and his business, nnd particularly
ono who has been practicing law ns long
as ho has.

Equal Not to Be Found.
Mr. Rears: I understand you to have

Bald also that while that Is true, that
In your association with Judge Crump
you at the same time regard him In his
capacity as a lawyer as one tfplck tc
see the legal niceties and refinements In
questions that nre presented to him In
the discharge of an official duty.
Mr. Fnlrfax: So far as I am able tc

Judge along that line, Mr. Sears, I dc
not believe his equal could be found. He
seems to me to have n most concise
clear and accurate idea of legal points,
and I think due to that has beèh îlh
great success In drafting these orden
and papers and one thing and anothet
that have gone up from the Corporatlor
Commission to the higher courts, and
in which, as I say he has been so well
sustained. I will say too in that re¬
spect that in these cases, representing
these tremendous corporations, with cap¬
ital unlimited, before us have come the
ablest legal talent that could be pro¬
cured In the land.lawyers from all over
the country, and the best lawyers repre¬
senting these large corporations, where,
If a mnn did not have his eyes open and
was not very quick about It, he would
have been caught up in probably half a
dozen different ways, T Imagine, bo fat
as I can see Into the l»gal matters, and
he would probably havu lost a good many
of these cases for tho State. I think h*
has been ono of the most valuable ser¬
vants of tho State of Virginia during
his Incumbency of this posTflMi that 1
have ever known In any position In the
State. I think ho bos saved more monej
to the State and gotten her out ol
moro troubles.
Knew Nothing About Letters.
Mr. Carter: Did you know anything

about this «lorrespondence between Alfret
Williams and Mr. Itoyall, or did yot
mention that?
Mr. Fairfax: No. I did not mention it,

I knrw absolutely nothing about It.
did not know thero was such a lettet
In the world until It was produced hero
Mr. I»nn!er: May I us!; tho witness r

question?
.Mr. Chairman; Ye«, «iir: go nh«y.d.
Mr. Ixinler: You stated n moment agf

thai about the time the organisation o
this Virginia r'orporatlon Company win
under consideration Mr. t'pHhur verballj
<jt\e<\ your attention to It.that I wie
contemplating the organization, or tha
the organization of sucfi n eompnny wm
under way at the time.

Mr. Pulrfnx: I did not.
Mr, Fairfax then Htuod aside,
Mr. W, H. Rand« wim then «worn' an«

took the stand, Major Lanier nskod th>
witness if he (Lanier) bad «ver falle«
to show i: rn every COIUlltl urn I Ion in fur
nialiliiK tilín forma i. ml Information
i.Mr. Band« Is an offleer of a. rival com

: ¦, h«, Virginia Corporation Com
|-'I! V

Miij'ir Rnn'li« rtated in nritwer that h
h.vi noyer received atij" discourtesy a
the b'iii'Js «if ihn i'«it>ml«is|«>iiiírfl «r an

;. rit in ih'ii oflliti, lie »aid thai Cap
i «il- Barrow had called upon htm to as
fur hu report, mid that lie hall told iiii
lut i|M not have ihe f< rnii. He nur
ti,.>i Captain Narrow lat«i returned wit
n.. form« hhiI it 'i hi ti.-ii filled tliet

Mi Kanda, In uu»wer t'i u «|u'":ill'in c
lili, u ii.'.-m, ¡.hid tliAl the charter of hi

company, the Virginia incorporating and
Trust Corporation, win vary broad.
Mr, Upshur then loOK tho stand, at

the request of the chairman.
Mr. Byrd naked tho question:
dues. There luis bepfl "orao question

hero its to tho nature of tlio work you
did In th« commission. Have you any
letters from any of thn commissioners
regarding your work?
Ann. I have, sir. but they aro in my

office, i will go get them.
Mr. Upshur secured the Jotters and

continued. (He here road a letter writ¬
ten by Messrs. Crump and Stuart and
endorsed by Mr. Fairfax, to a ship com¬
pany, in which hn [Upshurj wns highly
endorsed.)

Be Officer of Both.
Mr. Byrd: It Is important for this com¬

mittee (o know this:
Que»«. Suppose you nnd Lanier and

Tyler nnd Nowhy had become Interested
In (be Virginia Corporation Company,
what results would li'ivo followed?
Ans. The officers of one might have

boon the officers of th* othor.
Ques. Suppose Mr. Tyler had cnrerl

to net Improperly In oftlro, could ho havo
been apprehended?
Ans. Ho could .not.
Ques. Has the Auditor any check on

tho eoriimls'slon?
Ans. No, not on the registration fees

and franchis»'' tax.
Mr. Carter then nsked the witness this

question:
Ques. Those ovlls could not have oc¬

curred unless the officials wem corrupt?
Ans. No. I think thoy would havo to

be oorropt.
Ques. (Mr. Carter repeated his ques¬

tion).
Ans. I think not.
Mr. Upshur then stood aside.

Lanier Reads Paper.
Major Lanier then asked permission

to read a paper.
"It 1b short," said Major Lanier.
"Shortness Is so variable," replied Mr.

Byrd, "hut go ahead."
Major Lanier then rend the follow¬

ing statement:
Mr. Chairman,.It was not my purpose

to havo anything -further to say In this
unhappy controversy, but after listening
yosterdny to Judge Crumps' testimony, I
feel thnt justice' te» myself demands thnt
I correct some false Impressions which
Judge Crump's testimony Is calculated to
produce. My own sonsa of duty In this
regard has been strengthened and forti¬
fied by tho advice of friends, and partlcit-
lnrly Mr. Royall, my counsel, with whom
I havo been in touch slnco this Investiga¬
tion began. .

Tnsofar as the people "of this particular
community nnd the passing hour oro
concerned. I might with very great pro¬
priety rest this cnso without anothor
word from me. but It is not the present
moment only thnt concerns me, but also
the ultimate verdict of posterity, for the
record of this case will continuólo spenk
long after the present generation " has
passed away. At the opening of this
investigation 1 conceived that Judge
Crump was being made the unfortunate
victim of a harmless Indiscretion, and
notwlthstnndln-f the wrong that he had
done me, I then and there, upon my own
Initiative» determined to protect nnd de¬
fend lilm In so far as I could without de¬
parting from the paths of truth.

It Is manifest from his testimony that
he did not appreciate the spirit that am.
mated me in what I did, (but on the
contrary has spoken lightly and trifling.
ly of this matter and manifestly sought
to impose upon in« the burden nnd re¬
sponsibility of It all.

"Would Be President."
r would not have it understood for u

moment that I am seeking to evade any
burden or responsibility that rightly and
Justly belongs to inc. but I cannot permit
my Integrity nnd character to suffer or
ke sacrificed in his Interest. It therefore
becomes necessary for me to state cer¬
tain facts and circumstances which show
conclusively that! Judge Crump's con¬
nection with this company and subscrip¬
tion to its capital stoclc, which I believe
to be. absolutely Innocent In themselves,
were not matters to which he» gave only
a passing consideration and which made
no Impression upon his mind amidst the
multitudinous duties that wer0 engaginghis attention at that time.
"I held several conferences with Judg?Crump In regard to this scheme, and his

Interest In It was as lively and as sin¬
cere as that of any man to whom r
spoke In regard to It. We had at that
time ,1 proposition from Mr. O. J. Sands,
president of the American National
Bank, to make the business of this com.
pany part of a trust company which he
and some of his friends at that time pro¬
posed to organize with a capital stock of
at least »200,000, IT I remember correctly,
and It was at his (Mr. Sands) suggestion
that the charter wo applied for contained
tho broad purposes that have been the
subject of so much comment.

"1 expected one afternoon to mee Mr.
Sands ami his associates In conference In
regard to tills scheme, and before the
time for the meeting I went to Judge
Crump and nuked hlmv If ho would au¬
thorize me to say to these gentlemen. If
the suggestion was made, that he would
consider resigning his position on <the
Corporation Comntjsston and take the
presldentcy of this proposed trust com¬
pany, and he authorized .me so to do,
though I will say that ha went on to
State that he did not like to lenvo the
commission go soon, as the work had
not progressed far enough, and that It
would look like deserting a sacred trust
and perhaps subject him to the criticisms
of the people, or words to« that effect.
It Is, therefore, manifest that Judge

Crump either gave the organization of
this company most serious and thought¬
ful consideration, or that he trifled with
a business proposition which appeared,
at the timo, to be of great magnitude. Do
not understand me as Implying or In¬
tending to say that Judge Crump wns
actuated by any Improper motivo In all
this matter, for I believe, on the con¬
trary, that no man ever went Into any¬
thing with purer and more honorable pur¬
poses and intentions than did Judge
Crump when ho conferred with me In
regard to tho organization of this com¬
pany and subscrlb-ed to Its capital stock."

Mr. Carter Argues.
Chairman Byrd than announced that

the taking of testimony had been com¬
pleted and that the committee would hear
argument. j
"How long will you give us?" asked

Mr. Hunter. "An hour each?"
"As you are Btrorig, bo merciful," re¬

plied "Mr. Byrd.
"Then wo will only ask for an hour and

a half to he divided between Mr. Carter
and myself," said Mr. Hunton,
"That Is ngrenablo to tho committee,"

replie,) Mr. Byrd; '"proceed.".
Mr. Chairman and Gontlement of the

Committee:
It Is. 1 thliilc, pretty clear from the

testimony In this case that tho most sorl-
OUS-"In fuel, t,ho only fault that can bo
charged against any ono of theso throe
commissioners who wo represent.Is the
'net thnt the chairman of tho commis¬
sion, Judge Crump, subscribed In Janu¬
ary, or February,. 1005, to a singlo share
of htook In this corporation with which
Major Lanier was connected. \

In that connection, you will observe
that there are two kinds of corporations
In Virginia which como beforo tho Cor¬
poration Commission: First, tho ordl-
nniv and common run of corporations.
those which get chtirtors to do a privatebusiness, comprising nlr,j»ty-nlno of every
hundred of corporations In the Common¬
wealth. Tin-ir powers of giving tho
charter aro bnyond tho control of tho
Corporation Commission. The Corpora¬
tion Commission, as to those charters,
acts purely ministerial, like lhe clerks
In our courts recording deeds. Tho olerlc
cannot rocord a deed unless It Is prop¬
erly ai-kun-vledged, but If it is properly
aclinowleil'-bu ho baa no i'owor and no
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discretion. A charter Issued to tho or¬
dinary corporation.this bureau, or now
department which Major Lanier wns
clerk of. and which Judge Crump bad
special ehargo of, was engaged In Issu¬
ing those charter'?!; their acts were pure¬
ly ministerial, and the fact that tho
chairman of the Corporation Commission
saw lit to take a sharo of stock In a
corporation which prepared and super¬
vised those chnrters, It seems to me If
nny error at all, wos a very slight one,
especially when you consider the fact
that It would not como before him In any
Judicial capacity. Would It be Improper
for a Judge of one of our courts, for In¬
stance, to own stock In a corporation
thnt was doing a private business In the
State?

No Moral Iniquity.
I noticed, coming up here this evening,

a drug store.tho Polk Miller Drug Com¬
pany. Would It b« considered nn Im¬
proper thing for one of the Judges of our
Court of Appeals to own Stock In the
Miller Drug Cmpony? I take It not;
but If that corporation camo to have an
interest before tho court.If It came up as
a suitor In his court.that Judge could not
sit, 'and he would bo wanting in self-
respect nnd wnntlng In every attribute of
an lionect man, if he did not challenge
himself tho minute It came. And thnt Is
what Judge Crump meant when he said
he knew when ho took this stock that If
an occasion arose when It became Im¬
proper for him to hold It, It could be
transferred at a moment's notice. That
Is all. At any rate, If that Is not a com¬
plete Justification for his act. It Is ono
that weighs strongly In considering
whether this wan anything more than an
Indlscrotlon. Surely, no man. however
strict ho bo, however suspicious he be,
would say that It Indicated moral Iniquity.
The amount Is a trifle. The mnn's charac¬
ter and mnnner of life, la too well known,
bin explanation Is too clear and simple.
and look at tho time and the manner
In which It was subscribed to. It was In
the early winter of 190".. This wns n hard
worked commission. The clerks were all
overworked. At that time they were bo-
ginning the most Important work that this
commission had to do. namely, the regu¬
lation of the rates and charges of tho
railroad companies.
There were pending two or throe trou¬

blesome appeals.one of them In Alex¬
andria, which has been referred to.one
somewhere else. In the multitude of
the labors It Is unnecessary for mo to
say. for you gentlemen know, that the
labors In these matters fall mostly upon
tho chairman of the commission, ho be¬
ing the lawyer member, and tho man
who-has .upon him the burden and heat
of all those controversies pending those
proceedings. Having before him Hies«
Important contested matters, and hav¬
ing always had In mind that he ought
to be relieved from these purely minis¬
terial duties, there comes Into his ofllce
on© of his clerks, Major Lnnler. and sug¬
gests to him the formation of such a

company as this. He tells him "you have
tho legal right to take tho stock; I see
no objection to It, hut be careful not to
mix up your duties In this commission
with your acts In furthering the Inter¬
ests of that company." I elon't profess
to give the exact language, but that Is
the Idea. He subscribes himself to ono
sharo.one hundred dollars».at thnt time.
He tells you he would glndly have taken
much In any company that would huvo
como' forward, the object of .wrtlch was
to prepare these chnrters.

His object was not to mako money.
that was not the thing.tho thing was
an experiment, but It would lighten tho
routine work and leave him more time
to grapple with tho serious problems for
which this commission was<¿reated. To
say that ho then deliberately made up i.ls
mind to violate his duty would be to con¬
tradict every act of his life, and Is con¬
trary to the motives that Influence men
.of ordinary sense, leaving out of ques¬
tion the Idea that a man of his character
and In his high position, putting himself
In tho power of Major Lanier, at least,
and of all the other corporate officers of
this company, for tho sake of the gain
that could be made on one share of stock
in this Virginia Corporation Company. To
say that there was any ulterior or Im¬
proper motive there, Is to assert a propo¬
sition, It seems to me, none but a mad
man would make, and none but a mael
man would believe.

The Legal Right.
Mark you, ho said, "I^anler, you have

tho right.tho legal right." What del
he mean by that? The constitutional
provision gives the rlght|.lmplledly to the
commissioners themselves, to own stock
In this kind of a corporation.not express¬
ly, but implledly. AVhen that provision
was framed there was an express pro¬
vision' Inserted In it that the commis¬
sioners should not own any stosk In trans¬
mission and transportation companies.
Those were all. Why? Because their
actions with reference to transmission
and transportation companies were not
ministerial but Judicial. Their chief bus¬
iness was to manage, control, regulate
and restrain transportation and transmt.--
slon companies, and the silence of tho
convention.the failure of tho Constitu¬
tion to include any stock except itio stoolc
of such corporations, Is strong corrobota-
tloh of the statement I make that ...cy
thought they had the right to hold other
stock.
Can you under those circumstances

wcnder that Judge prump so considered?
And, but for what has happened In this
caso I confess I would say that he was

right.
I can see now, as ho can see, that there

are possibilities and probabilities which
render It best and proper that no mem¬
ber of the commission should own the
stock of companies of this kind, evfcn
though they deal mostly with mntterB
which are puroly ministerial. That Is the
head and front of. his offending.

Upshur Greatly Mistaken.
Speaking of Mr. Upshur's purt In the

matter, Mr. Carter said:
"For some causo or other the chief

clerk got offendod at that.I know not
why, though I can well Imagine. The
truth Is that a sick man Is like a sick
woman, and sometimes sick mejn, are
more so. He was sick, he waä nervous,
he was hysterical, and he took It Into his
head that it was an attack on him, and
an effort on the part of somebody to be¬
little his offlco and to put this man be¬
yond his power and control. I do not
say that he was corrupt In that, loi, he
was mistaken.greatly mistaken. There
was no such Intention; and when Lanier
returned from his bridal trip, what be.
¿ova hud been a kind and friendly great-

tng became ns cool as an icicle, and an
distant as the fixed stars. Upshur re¬
fused to speak to him when ho passed
him on tho street, and he commenced
then getting up ovidenco for these
charges. He stated ho did not know
about this thing In the beginning.did
not know Judge Crump hnd an Interest in
It, or know nbout Lanier,
But, Mr. Chairman, tho testimony hero

of three witnesses Is that ho wns present
Un his office night after night when comp.
Biell and Lanier were working there to¬
gether over these file».which he now
thinks was Improper.

I don't know which Is right and which
Is wrong, and I don't care. That Is a
thing Crump had nothing to do with.
That la a thin« the oommlasloners had
nothing to do with. But he files these
charges, and as If there was any doubt
about his hostility before that, you can
not have any doubt when you rend them.
They start off with tho most highly col.
ored and sensntlonnl statement which
It hns been my fortune to read for many
a day. Ho says: "I wish it to bo dis¬
tinctly understood that no personal feel-
lngs"-^purely official, privileged com-
¦mtinloatlon."no personnl feeling other
than contempt nnd abhorrence, Is nnlmnt-
,ing mo In making this report."."What sort of personal feeling would
It have been If It had not been an offi¬
cial document, nnd If he had turned him.
self loose?

No Personal Feeling.
That was his statement. But ho re¬

strained himself, and had no personalfeeling other thnn contempt and abhor¬
rence, animating him In making this
report.which Is to be construed as offi¬
cial only. Now comes in the privileged
communication.
What has the man done? Vou would

expect to And murder, arson or rnpecharged against him, but It Is this, and
I am not belittling what he has «lone
there.It Is this: that during office hours
he worked some for his company ami
employed Others to work for It. and that
he was soliciting companies |n the State
for the gain of his company, to reducé
their taxation values. That is a sam¬
ple of tho charges. I say, if yfiur Honors
please, they may be wrong.they nre
wrong.but they are not such offenses
aa Justify the harsh and extr««me epi¬
thets as are used by the clerk in his
report. .,.;..*

Did Not Say So.
Mr. I'pshur flrst objected to the order

requesting I.anler to resign, and de¬
mands that it should be expunged, be¬
cause, he said. It «lid not state the
truth. Now. Mr. Chairman, and gentle¬
men of the committee. Judge Crump
says that no such heated conversation
as stated by I'pshur took place, and It
Is Incredible to believe this man would
say to Crump, "Ynu have got to retract
It, because It does not state the truth."
Crump says he did not say so. Xobody
else heard him any so.
"Why should he object to It? Did he

want Lanier degraded and disgraced, or
want a brand put upon htm nnd have him
driven forth as was Cain? I say nothing
he had done merited such a punishment:
that his removal was sufflclnet. and
that removal was all ' that Justice re¬
quired, and Is nil that nn.V foeman ought
to have wanted. If he merely wanted
to be rid of n troublesome competitor or

opponent, and the fact that he demanded
this measure of rejlef.that he wanted
this truth.shows what' I say this whole
matter shows to be his prédominant
characteristic--that Is, that he is as
vain as a peacock." . . .

"Wrong-Headed," Says Lanier.
Continuing In regard to Mr. Upshur,

Mr. Carter said: "Now there Is tho
trouble. There is the motive. Then,
when they como up to discuss this ques¬
tion, tho clerk.hero Is an Illustration
now to show you what manner of man

my friend Is. I am not Impeaching his
character; I am not questioning his in¬
tegrity, but he Is wrong-headed.
When Mr. Stuart stated that, owing to

the smallnoBs of the contingent fund,
they decided to dispense exltli Mr. Bnr-
row, who was an admirable man. In order
to get this rate clerk to fix up thU ques¬
tion of ratos, which was impending and
which had been too long delayed, and
take In place Mr. Wilson, Mr. Upshur,
when he returned from Norfolk or Old
Point, or whorever he hail been, said
that he could not get along without Bar¬
row, and thereupon Stuart said: Well,
send for Mr. Barrow to come, and I will
pay him out of my own pocket. That la
Mr. Stuart's statement about It. On the
contrary Mr. Upshur states that same
matter this way: "When I got back I
found that without my knowleilge or
consent the commission bad discharged
Barrow, and I put him back." I put him
back! (Laughter.) Here we see the
picture that existed, doubtiess, In UP-
shur's mind, of his stnnillng over the
commissioners and demanding that they
take Barrow back; the.y crlnglngly nnd
meekly obeyed.. It Just »hows you how
my friend understands tho situation,
Why, according to his account this com¬
mission was under as complete and ab¬
ject subjection to him a» a little child
to his mother. I doubt whether nny man
man except a* married man can under¬
stand the amount of subjection that
they had to submit to. Now tho wonder
to It Is .that with Upshur for n clerk and
Lanlor for a deputy, that these men
could do anything but keep them apSrt
and dodgo Upshur's "big stick."_ (Laugh¬
ter.) Yet the testimony in this" case and
tho history of our State shows thnt this
commission has done the most success¬
ful and tho most in quantity nnd the most
responsible work of any body of men
who havo served the State for tho samo

length of time. . . .

Chairman Objects.
After discussing tho Irreconcilable dif¬

ferences ns a sufficient cause for tho dis¬
missal-of Lanier, Mr. Carter said:
The first thing these gentlemen (the

commissioners did when they got the In¬
formation from Royall thtt he Intended
to bring suit-I don't know how many of
you gentlemen know Mr. Royall, but If
those charges were heard he would have
been In' that trial.why, T don't suppose
tho Corporation Commission would havo
been able to do another lick of work last
year.It would have been going on for
months. HundredB of your clients and
mine would havo had tv picnic.there
would have been no trouble at nil, be¬
cause the commission woul* havo ticen
busy trying .Lanier and trying Upshur
(laughter).
Mr. Lanier comes up and threatens a

suit. Henry ßtunrt at once said-Crumpwas not there; he had gone down tharlver-my Idea wns to give him the«.hnrges. Fairfax says no; he hnd noticedthat language about purely offlclnl Inthere. He saw what It meant. He saidconsult a lawyer to see whether «r notwe have a right to give them thesecharges. And they consulted Mr. Hun¬ton, and nfterwards consulted the Attor-ney-t!eneral. They were Informed bycounsel-first by Mr. Hunton and after¬wards by the Attorncy-i>norr,»«-tlmtthese charges were privileged, and theyshould not give (hem out without con¬sidering the Interests and rights of theirclerk, who would be Jeopardize,! by It.Stuart Is so anxious to give out asmuch as he can that he suggests to hislawyer, well, If I'pshur agrees to It, wecan let them go out, can't we? Oh. yes,let them go out If he agrees to It. Thinafter Judge Crump comes hnck. Stuartand Fairfax having agreed beforehand onwhat they shall suggest to I'pshur, callhim In.this nervous, physical wreck«.
ns I heard It said.
The Chairman: I don't think that Is

a proper way to characterize Mr. Upshur.He has no counsel here, I don't thinkthat style of statement adds anythingto the clenrness.
Shown Mr. Royall the Door.

Mr, ««Mrler: A'ery well, sir. They «ailed
him in and his first statement* wlumtold thnt Royiill had been there was
this: "If I had been a commissioner and
such a request as that had been made
of me. I would have shown Mr. Royall
to the door." That showed some undue
excitement.
Then Stuart suggests to him that at

Royall had called for the charges, and
as the charges are matters that he can
probably prove. It will do no harm to
present them to him.glv* them to him;
nnd at Mr. I'pshur's request, then pre¬
ferred, goes over and marks out cer¬
tain things which he says wero denun¬
ciations and opinions nnd statements at
to other people not connected with the
stilt thnt Royall Intended bringing.
There was nothing Improper In that sug¬
gestion, because the statement was
made that we will say to Royall In onr
communication, that we furnish him the
charges <-ontaln,ed In the report, but
withheld the balance of the report.
Perfectly frank and fair.

Mr. i'pshur left nfter expressing a de¬
sire to take that rnntter under « onsidera-
tlon ,and then comes the first letter. 1
!.. luve, whli h winds up with the state¬
ment. "If you f'el called upon to assist
Mr. tinier in his suit. I prefer thit
will give him the whole ipnper." The>
«¡ill him In again, and say, "You hay«
ml .understood us. AV,. are n-»t wanting :<
assist Major Lanier, but we are wantinrj
to get as much of this paper Into th«
hands of the public as It Is possible tt
get, with your consent, and which we
think wo can do without Injury to you,
He again writes a letter, which ells forth
the first letter from this commission, ir
which they use this language: "It \vn>
fur:her stated to you by us that if yoi
preferred that the entire report should
be delivered to Mr. Royall, that y'o'ui
wishes In that regard should be retpected
and that our suggeslons were to somi
extent prompted by the consideration thai
In the event of litigation between yoi
und Mr. Uinler It would be much bettei
for you to stand on the charges pre
ferred against Lanier, than upon thesi
outside statements."
What was there In that but a sugges¬

tion to this gentleman that If you don't
want us to give out all. let us glv«
out at least some.but it is for you to
say whether we shall give nil or none'.'
Ho again writes a letter, to which they

make a further reply informing him of the
attorney-general's decision, and saylnq
that they want him to have the optlor
and privilege of furnishing Jhese charges,
or any portion of them, to Major Lanier,
as he pleases: so that all his mystery, fill
his concealment-all this thing thai
caused this nine months' wonder In th«
State, arises, it the committee pleas«',
from the refusal of Upshur to glve out
the.uo ehnrtrps.

Mr. Carter Concludes.
After speak tug of the high ground tho

members of the commission had takin
«11 along, Mr. Carter said in conclu¬
sion:

"Now, Mr. Chairman, there. Is" pending,
nnd will soon be "before this commission
the most important work which has yet
come beforo them. They have for a year
or more been gathering the Information
and preparing the amunltlon with which
they are to call down the common car¬
riers of this State, and see that their
rates are not Improperly adjusted. You
saw those two volumes here, which war«

gotten without waiting those three year*
that Mr. Upshur thought would be neces¬

sary beforo they could get It.
They are about ready, and I think next

month Is the time set for tho hearing.
I say that no word or act, unless th«
evidence demands It In this case.ol
course. If It does, then. It must. comta.

no word or act should be spoken by th»
members of the Legislature of Virginia u
weaken their hands, or strike them down
or. they aro entering upon this, the firs!
great battle In behalf of thei people,
against corporate greed and corporau
wealth; and I say that, I say that rep¬
resenting the people of Virginia, 1 do not
mean to say that tho railroad eompanlea
are charging moro than they ought. I
don't know. But It Is a matter that ought
to be carefully examined nnd Inquired
Into, and that the body that does II
should have the countenance and respect
and the support of ovory true lover of
his Commonwealth. Toko one of these
men out, and how long would It tok«
a now man of study and acquire the In¬
formation which years and years of pa¬
tient study enables them now to bring
to this Issue. I don't menn to say that
>ou will remove the man.I don't think
thero Is any question of that sort nt all
to be considered.but If you reflect In
your report upon nny of these men, of
course, there is danger of his retiring
from the commission. I do not mean to
say that this ovldonce requires you to
rio this thing.bo the consequences what
they may, justlco must be done; that Is
your duty, but for Cod's sake, remember
the Issues that are before you.not only
¦private .character is Involved, but publia
weal as well.

Argument of Mr. Hunton.
Mr. Hunton then addressed the commlt-

teo as follows:
Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen of tho

Committee,.For months the press of thin
State hau teemed with attack» upon th«


